
Cristina  Purje
Benefit Concert

featuring

Bowling Green Philharmonia
Emily Freeman Brown,  

conductor

Octavio Mas-Arocas,  
doctoral assistant conductor

Catherine O’Shaughnessy,  
master’s assistant conductor

University Choral Society
Mark  Munson,  

conductor

Andrew Schultz, 
master’s assistant conductor

Saturday, December 2, 2006 
8:00 p.m.

Kobacker Hall
Moore Musical Arts Center

Violin I
Maria S. Bessmeltseva, concertmaster
Iuliana A. Cotirlea
Dan Flonta
Saul Rodriguez
Steffany A. Shock
Caitlin E. Bartholic
Sarah J. Connelly
Kyle J. VanArsdalen
Lauren E. Tourkow+

Katherine R. Mielke
Jessica L. Davis
Tania A. Moldovan
Denielle E. Buenger

Violin II
Paraschos Paraschoudis, principal
Cheng Hu
Tyler A. Stiegemeier#

Petros Christidis
Olga D. Godula
Jessica L. Haley
Catherine H. Nicolia
Aziza M. Shumba
Hannah L. Lawson
Shameeka J. Craig
Kendra E. Connelly
Claire M. Hoover
Kristen N. Ross
Tricia M. Kluesener
Lauren A. Vargo
Rachel L. King

Viola
Jesse N. Griggs, principal
Robert W. Howell
Rachel A. Ward#

Claire E. Schlegel
Mihai R. Berindean
Alina Istic
Anna K. Ballmer
Tamar S. Easley
Sarah M. Plaugher
Ashley R. Humphrey

Cello
Heather Scott, principal
Mingwei Zhao
Kathryn Lent#

Alison J. Aquila
Kimberly A. Smith
Brenna A. Hayden
Harrison H. Haines
Scott Kelley
Keely L. Miller
Elise M. Stevens
Daniel C. Rand
Danielle M. Bash

Bowling Green Philharmonia

Bass
Cody C. Rex, principal
Rachel C. Coats#

Zachary J. Barger
Andrew W. Marunowski

Flute/Piccolo
Andrea Avers
Yeji Kim*
Balgeum Lee
Michael Hsin-en Liu*

Oboe
Ovidiu B. Corneanu*
Emily Bair
Felecia Tchen

Clarinet
Shaniece Long*
Leslie A. Schultz
Rebecca L. Wunch*

Bassoon
Daniel C. Lenzer*
Molly E. Swope

Horn
KaCee D. Booth*
Mathew J. Evans*
Paul M. Roberts
John A. Garey
Carrie A. Frost  
    (assistant first)

Trumpet 
Brett S. Dodson*
Joel Crawford
Michael J. Scheck*
Joshua K. Thompson

Trombone 
Douglas J.  Neel*
Chris Kanney

Bass Trombone
Stefan T. Stolarchuk

Tuba 
Clinton Webb

Timpani
Dan A. Tramte
William F. Giacomelli

*	 sectional principal  
or co-principal

+ concertmaster for 
choruses

#	 section principal for 
choruses

Philharmonia Staff

Octavio Mas-Arocas 
Doctoral Assistant  
Conductor

Catherine M. O’Shaughnessy 
Master’s Assistant  
Conductor

Mingwei Zhao 
Senior Honors Conductor

Iuliana A. Cotirlea 
Orchestra Librarian

Ovidiu Corneanu 
Assistant to the Conductor

Thank you for 
attending this 
musical event at 
Bowling Green State  
University. If you 
would like to receive 
information on how 
you can support 
the students and 
programs of the 
College of Musical 
Arts, please contact 
the Office of the 
Dean at (419) 372-
2188.



About Cristina…Born in Oradea, Romania in 1979, Cristina Purje began her 
musical training in the Liceul de Muzica Oradea at age six. After graduating 
from the music high school with honors, she was accepted in violin 
performance to the renowned Gh. Dima Music Academy in Cluj, Romania. 

As a student, Cristina traveled throughout Germany and France with the 
Gh. Dima Orchestra and performed with the Oradea Philharmonic, Romanian 
National Opera Orchestra, Transylvanian Philharmonic, Sibiu Philharmonic, 
Satu-Mare Philharmonic and the Hungarian National Opera Orchestra. Also 
during Cristina’s years at the academy, she traveled to the United States to 
study violin with Vasile Beluska at the Chautauqua Institution. 

After graduating from the academy with degrees in violin performance 
and pedagogy, she was accepted into the master’s program at the College 
of Musical Arts and awarded one of the its prestigious Graduate String 
Quartet assistantships. 

While at BGSU, she served as the concertmaster of the Bowling Green 
Philharmonia and was a member of various regional orchestras, including 
the Adrian, Birmingham, Jackson and Great Lakes Symphony Orchestras in 
Michigan, and the Lima, Ohio Northern and Firelands Symphony Orchestras 
in Ohio.

After graduating in 2005, Cristina moved to Chicago where she taught 
violin and performed as a freelance musician with the New Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra, Illinois Symphony Orchestra 
and the Rockford Symphony Orchestra. Additionally, she has served 
as Orchestra Librarian for the Grant Park Music Festival and the Illinois 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 

BGSU alumna, Cristina Purje, has been 
diagnosed with a rare and aggressive 
form of adrenal cancer. The 26-year-
old violinist has undergone extensive 
bone replacement surgery. A native 
of Romania, Cristina has no health 
insurance and is not eligible for public 
aid. Donations will be used to offset 
Cristina’s medical and living expenses. 

– Program –

Symphony  No. 103, “Drum Roll”.....................................Franz Joseph Haydn
	 Adagio, Allegro con spirito	 (1732-1809)
	 Adante piu tosto Allegretto
	 Menuet - Trio
	 Finale: Allegro con spirito

octavio mas-arocas, catherine o’shaughnessy, conductors

Wie lieblich sind deine Wohnungen  
from Ein deutsches Requiem, Op. 45.....................................Johannes Brahms
		  (1833-1897)

mark munson, conductor

The Heavens are Telling  
from The Creation.................................................................Franz Joseph Haydn
	 marlayna maynard, soprano	 eric west, tenor
	 christopher betz, bass	 mark munson, conductor

– intermission –

Symphony No. 2 in D Major, Op. 73...................................Johannes Brahms
	 Allegro non troppo
	 Adagio non troppo
	 Allegretto grazioso (Quasi Andantino), Presto ma non assai
	 Allegro con spirito

emily freeman brown, conductor

Those with alarm watches, pagers or cellular phones are asked to silence them before the performance.  
As a matter of courtesy and copyright law, no unauthorized recording or photographing is allowed in the hall.  

The Moore Musical Arts Center is a nonsmoking facility.

 

University Choral Society
Alto
Barbara Applebaum*
Kimberly DeLatte
Kandice Fero
Kristina Green 
Jami Haswell 
Bethany Hefner*
Lariche Jones 
Martha Mazzarella*
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